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Southern Regional Chapter 
Society of Quality Assurance

(SRCSQA)

Bylaws

ARTICLE I - NAME


Section 1.  The name of this organization shall be the Southern Regional Chapter of the Society of Quality Assurance and hereinafter shall be designated the Chapter.

ARTICLE II - OBJECTIVES


Section 1.  The objectives of the Chapter shall be: 
a. To serve as the focal point for quality assurance practitioners and their professional interests in the region, including Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee and Puerto Rico. 
b. To encourage interaction and promote best practices among quality assurance professionals in government, industry and academia.

c. To sponsor educational programs in quality assurance.

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP


Section 1.  Any person having a professional interest in quality assurance may become a member in good standing of the Chapter on payment of the Chapter dues.

ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS


Section 1.  The Chapter Officers shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  They shall be members in good standing of the Society of Quality Assurance and the Chapter.  Any individual nominated or appointed as Chapter President shall have served in a Chapter leadership position for at least one year prior to serving as Chapter President.
Section 2.  There shall be five Directors, one of whom shall be the immediate Past President.  The Directors shall be members in good standing of the Chapter. 
ARTICLE V - ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS


Section 1.  The President shall be elected by a vote of the membership for a term of one year, after which the President shall serve one year as immediate Past-President.

Section 2.  The Vice President shall be elected by a vote of the membership for a term of one year.  

Section 3.  The Secretary and Treasurer shall be chosen by a vote of the membership for terms of two years each.  In order to create continuity, staggered terms have been established for the offices of Secretary and Treasurer.  The first election of Secretary shall occur in the fourth quarter of 2008.  The first election of Treasurer shall occur in the fourth quarter of 2009.

Section 4.  There shall be five directors, four of whom shall be chosen by a vote of the membership for a term of two years each.  In order to create continuity, staggered terms have been established for the Directors.  Two Directors shall be elected in the fourth quarter of 2008 and two Directors shall be elected in the fourth quarter of 2009.  The fifth Director shall be the immediate Past-President who shall serve for a term of one year.


Section 5.  Elections shall be held by online voting during the fourth quarter of the calendar year.  Chapter Officers and Directors shall take office on January 1 of each year. The Officers and Directors shall serve until their successors are installed.  


Section 6:  In the event of a tie, the President shall call a meeting of the Board of Directors and the tie shall be resolved in favor of one of the candidates by a majority vote of the Board.


Section 7.  In the event of a vacancy in the Presidency, the Vice-President shall accede to that office, shall complete the unexpired term, and retain the office of President for the subsequent term.

Section 8.  In the event of a vacancy in an elective position other than the Presidency, the Chapter’s Board of Directors may make an appointment to fill the vacancy until the un-expired term is completed.  In the following election, the members shall vote for the positions of President and Vice President.  
Section 9.  In the event that an incumbent in an appointed or elected position fails to fulfill the duties and responsibilities required by their position, the Board of Directors may elect to remove and replace them as necessary.   The term of the replacement for elected positions shall be in accordance with the provisions stated in Sections 7 and 8.  


 ARTICLE VI - ADMINISTRATION


Section 1.  The Chapter shall be governed by the Board of Directors except as otherwise herein provided.


Section 2.  The Board of Directors shall consist of four Officers and five Directors.  The President of the Chapter shall serve as chairperson of the Board of Directors.  Five members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.   


Section 3.  The President shall preside at all meetings of the Chapter and of the Board of Directors and shall perform such other duties as may be directed by the Board of Directors.  In the President’s absence, the next ranking officer shall preside as may be available, in the following rank order: Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  The President shall guide the Chapter in the formulation of constructive activities.


Section 4.  The Chapter shall comply with provisions for continued authorization by the Society of Quality Assurance.

a. The Chapter shall provide annual reports of its activities and finances for the current year as well as plans for programs, activities and finances for the following year.  Annual reports shall be submitted to the SQA Board of Directors in the form and at the times as the SQA Board of Directors requires. 
b. Society of Quality Assurance authorization may be withdrawn if the Chapter fails to comply with the provisions for continuing authorization.

c. Chapter policy statements shall be reviewed and approved by the Society of Quality Assurance Board of Directors.

d. The Chapter shall operate on a calendar fiscal year. 


Section 5.  The Treasurer shall be the custodian of all monies and dues of the Chapter and shall be responsible for the payment of all authorized bills against the Chapter.  The disbursement of all funds for the Chapter outside of business related costs in excess of $200 such as printing, postage, meeting expenses (e.g., speaker travel / expense reimbursement, room rental, catering and handouts), shall be made upon authorization by the Board of Directors. 

Section 6.   The Treasurer shall submit the accounts for audit by the Audit Committee as designated by the Board of Directors at the end of the calendar year or at dates determined by the Board of Directors.  The Audit Committee shall report its audit findings no later than the end of the first quarter of the succeeding calendar year.  The Treasurer shall transmit to the successor in office all funds and property of the Chapter in his/her possession.  The Treasurer shall prepare an annual report for submission to the SQA Board of Directors in such form as may be determined by the SQA Board of Directors.  
Section 7.  No funds shall be expended by or in the name of the Chapter to the extent that the expenditure would represent use of funds for a purpose or purposes not within the Society’s exempt purposes under section 501 (c) (6) of the Internal Revenue Code.  

Section 8.  The Treasurer (or designee) shall maintain an accurate list of the Chapter members and their status and prepare a membership report to the Board of Directors at the time of the fiscal report.  The Treasurer shall coordinate renewal efforts with headquarters who in turn may be asked to send out renewal notices to members  

Section 9.  The Secretary shall keep an accurate record of all transactions of all meetings of the Chapter and of the Board of Directors and shall carry on the correspondence of the Chapter


Section 10.  Any Chapter funds or other property remaining at the time of termination or abandonment or dissolution of the Chapter shall be turned over to the Society of Quality Assurance and shall become a part of the Society’s general funds; no part of such funds or property shall inure to the benefit of any member or Officers of, or person associated with, the Chapter.

Section 11.  The President of the Chapter, with the approval of the Board of Directors, may invite any firm, association, corporation, institution or subdivision thereof, to become a Corporate Supporter of the Chapter. 

ARTICLE VII - MEETINGS


Section 1.  Chapter meetings shall be open to all Chapter members and shall be held at least annually and when practical, coincide with educational programs of the Chapter.  Chapter meetings shall be communicated to the membership by the Secretary (or designee) at least four weeks before each meeting.


Section 2.  Special meetings of the Chapter may be called by the President at any time with the approval of the Board of Directors, or upon presentation of a petition to the President, signed by 20% of the Chapter members in good standing.


Section 3.  A quorum shall consist of at least 20% of the Chapter members in good standing.


Section 4.  Board of Directors meetings shall be held at least twice a year.  Additional Board meetings may be initiated by the President at any time during the year, provided notice of at least seven days is given. 

ARTICLE VIII - DUES


Section 1.  The dues shall be established by a majority of the Board of Directors.  
Section 2.  Dues collected shall be used solely for Chapter purposes.

ARTICLE IX - COMMITTEES


Section 1.  All Committee members shall be volunteers from the Chapter membership.
Section 2.  Education/Program Committee: The chairperson of the Education/Program  Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors. The chairperson shall nominate at least two members to be approved by the Board.  The Education/Program Committee shall develop education programs and shall complete arrangements for speakers and for meeting places and provide the Secretary with the program. The Secretary (or designee) shall notify the membership.

Section 3.  Membership Committee: The President shall appoint a chairperson for the Membership Committee.  The chairperson shall select at least two additional committee members.  The purpose of the Committee is to attract new members to the Chapter.
Section 4.  Audit Committee: The President shall appoint a Chairperson and two committee members for the Audit Committee for the purpose of auditing the annual financial report and documentation of Chapter financial activities.

Section 5.  Nominating Committee: The Nominating Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors during the third quarter of the calendar year and be composed of at least three members.  The Committee shall solicit nominations for at least two persons for each elective office.  The candidates shall provide appropriate biographies to the Nominating Committee.  The Secretary shall be notified of the Committee’s nominations at least one month prior to the election.  The Nominating Committee shall be responsible for providing the membership with the nominees’ biographies and corresponding ballots.

Section 6.  The President, with the approval of the Board of Directors, shall appoint other committees as necessary, and may become an ex-officio member of such committees. A statement defining the Purpose and/or Objective, Scope, and Duration of the committee shall be submitted to the Board of Directors for approval.  

ARTICLE X - AMENDMENTS


Section 1.  Amendments to these Bylaws may be presented by any member in good standing and shall be presented in writing.  Amendments shall first be approved by the Chapter’s Board of Directors.  A simple majority shall be required for approval.  

The President shall then obtain approval from the Society of Quality Assurance Board of Directors.  

Amendments accepted for consideration shall be printed and distributed with a ballot to all members in good standing.  A two-thirds affirmation vote of the ballots returned within 30 days shall be necessary for adoption of any amendment. 
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